
 

Possible Health Benefits 
Of Owning a Dog 
From VetInfo.com 

 
Lower Blood Pressure 

Studies show that owning a dog can 
lower blood pressure. Petting your 

dog may be a calming influence and 
may help decrease blood pressure.  

Lower Cholesterol 

People who walk their dogs may have 
a lower cholesterol level and less 
heart disease. This is due to the 

regular exercise, which can reduce  
cholesterol levels.  

Less Stress 

Dogs are known as being excellent 
de-stressors. Just imagine coming 
home from a stressful day and a 

happy dog welcomes you! Grooming 
or stroking your dog can also relieve 

stress and going for walks can  
relieve some pressure. 

Natural Anti-Depressant 

A dog offers unconditional love and 
loyalty and that can lift any person’s 

mood. Dogs cause happiness in 
humans and humans release 

endorphins in the brain when happy. 
Endorphins are great natural anti-
depressants. In addition, the daily 
walks will boost the spirits of the 

owner. Active people are often less 
depressed than sedentary people 

 
 

These possible benefits of owning a dog are for 
entertainment purposes only and are not meant 
to be taken in any way as a substitute for your 

doctor’s medical advice. 

irst-graders at Woodman Park Elementary School were given 
the chance Tuesday morning to interact with some of the city's 
K-9 officers. 

Five first-grade classes lined up in the school's gym to meet the two dogs: 
Norman, an 11-year-old Golden Retriever, and Grinko, a 2-year-old German 
Shepherd.  
  Accompanied by Officer Tim Keefe, who has been training and working 
with canine officers for more than nine years, Norman and Grinko greeted 
each student with wagging tails and friendly kisses.  
  Sheri Becker, who actively volunteers at the elementary school and is a 
mother to one of the students, said the children have heard about K-9 units 
being used in many recent incidents throughout the Garrison City.  
  As the school was put on lockdown following a recent robbery at the 
neighboring Shell gas station while canine officers combed the scene of the 
crime, Becker said she thought it would be a good idea to introduce the 
children to the police dogs that have been working to protect them. 
  "I think this will help them understand who exactly is keeping them safe," 
said Becker.  
  Keefe noted most of the community doesn't know how much the dogs 

actually do for the department, and that 
reaching out to the youths was a way to 
integrate such knowledge into the 
community.  
  “They see them in pictures, but there's 
more to it than them just being there at the 
scene," said Keefe of the police dogs. "We 
want kids to get used to understanding the 
kind of tool the dogs are for the 
department." 
  When a few students asked why the 
department uses dogs to do such things, 
Keefe explained they are instrumental tools 
to the department, as they can smell and 
search for things at a level people cannot.          
He noted that every dog serves a different 
purpose for the Police Department. Keefe 
said Norman, who is about to retire from his 
officer duties, is used as a drug dog. He 
told students Norman goes out to "search 
bad guys' houses and cars for drugs." As 
he is graying and walking a little bit slower 
(Continued on back page) 
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For The Working Dog Foundation & New Hampshire Poli ce K-9 Academy 

K-9 Kisses: Dover First-Graders  
Greet Front Line of 'Paw and Order' 

By Laurenne Ramsdell 
Reprinted Courtesy of Foster’s Daily Democrat, Dover, NH 

Courtesy Fosters Daily Democrat  
John Huff/Staff photographer 



WORKING DOG FOUNDATION NEWS                                                        March 2011 

“Police Dogs Keeping Your Family Safe” 

PORTSMOUTH — After a short career of tracking crime suspects, 
sniffing out drugs and connecting the Police Department and the com-
munity, 5-year-old police K-9 Wess died Tuesday after suffering from 
an intestinal disorder. 
  Wess was the sidekick and partner of officer Scott Pearl, and the pair 
were honored repeatedly by the Working Dog Foundation. 
  "He's devastated," Chief Lou Ferland said about Pearl. "They ran to-
gether every morning and spent almost every waking moment to-
gether. I've been around a lot of police dogs, and this dog would defi-
nitely not have hesitated to defend Scott if someone tried to attack 
him." 
  Wess suffered from a sudden disorder common among large-breed 
dogs, which caused an intestine to twist and choke the intestinal blood 
supply, Ferland said. He was euthanized "in the arms of his handler," 
Ferland said. 
  "It's a sudden loss," the chief said of Wess' death. "And right at the 
prime of his life. His best years were ahead of him." 
Members of the Portsmouth Police Department wore black mourning 
bands on their badges Wednesday in Wess' honor. 
  "We're sad," Ferland said. "We lost a big part of the police family." 
  Like "a light switch," Wess could turn on his police role to search or 
attack, then just as quickly resume his role as part of Pearl's family, 
Ferland said. The German shepherd would allow children to pet him 
and yank his tail, and invited interaction from residents "who normally 
wouldn't approach a police officer," the chief said. 
  "He was a good dog," said Ferland, who co-founded the Working Dog 
Foundation and was a police dog handler of two German shepherds 
earlier in his career. 
  Wess came to the Police Department in 2006 from Germany and was 
annually recognized by the Working Dog Foundation. Pearl has been 
named K-9 handler of the year and the pair were honored for patrol 
case of the year. 
  Together, Pearl and Wess searched woods and swamps for wanted 
suspects and missing persons — and, more often than not, found 
them, Ferland said. Wess also was nationally certified for patrol work 
and drug recognition, he said. 
  "The dog loved Scott's energy," Ferland said. "They fed off each 
other." 
  Ferland said the department receives requests for the work of a police 
dog about 150 times a year. The department has a surviving K-9, Ti-
tan, who works with handler and officer Eric Kinsman. 
 
It was unknown Wednesday if the Police Department will conduct a 
memorial ceremony for Wess.  (see following story) 

olice Department Mourns Loss of K-9  
By Elizabeth Dinan edinan@seacoastonline.com 
Reprinted Courtesy of Seacoast Online 
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PORTSMOUTH — Dozens of po-
lice cruisers from around New Eng-
land traveled in a procession to the 
Elks Lodge Monday morning for a 
memorial to honor the short career 
of police dog Wess. 
  Wess, the K-9 partner of Officer 
Scott Pearl, died Jan. 18 at the age 

of 5 after suffering from an intestinal disorder. 
  “Wess did his job because of love,” an emotional 
Police Chief Lou Ferland told a crowd of officers 
and friends who gathered at the Elks Lodge. “He 
didn't understand good versus evil. He did it be-
cause of Scott's love. They both did it because 
they loved each other.” 
  The police procession began at the K-9 training 
academy in Pease Tradeport Jan. 31 when K-9 
officers from Portsmouth, Salem, Wolfboro, Os-
sipee, Gilford, Barrington, Seabrook, Windham, 
Carroll County, Keene and Grafton drove single 
file across the city with blue lights flashing. They 
were joined by K-9 officers from Danvers, 
Methuen and Burlington, Mass., as well as Saco, 
Old Orchard Beach, Wells, Scarborough, Knox 
County Sheriff's Department and the Correctional 
Center in Maine. 
  Outside the Jones Avenue lodge, Officer James 
Noury played the bagpipes while the area's police 
dog handlers marched in pairs inside and were 
led by Pearl and Portsmouth's second K-9 officer, 
Eric Kinsman. Inside, two tables were covered 
with certificates, metals and trophies awarded to 
Pearl and Wess by the Working Dog Foundation, 
which sponsored Monday's memorial. 
  Wess was described as “a selfless friend in a 
selfish world,” by Rev. Fr. Robert Archon, the fire 
department's new chaplain who stood in for the 
memorial. Kinsman then addressed the group on 
behalf of Pearl and said condolences have been 
sent from “across the country.” 
  “Losing Wess was a tough loss for all of us, es-
pecially Scotty,” he said. 
  Ferland, who was a police dog handler earlier in 
his career, stood at a podium, said he was 
“heartbroken and sorrowful,” then thanked and 
honored Wess through tears. 
  “Forgive my weakness, but I don't pretend to 
know why this happened,” he said. “I will just  

Police Community Honors Life of K-9 Wess  
By Elizabeth Dinan edinan@seacoastonline.com Reprinted Courtesy of Seacoast Online 

grieve and miss Wess like you all will.” 
  The police chief said he believes Wess would 
have given his life for Pearl and Pearl would likely 
have done the same for Wess. 
  “We will get you another dog, Scott, but you will 
never have another Wess,” said Ferland. 
  The chief then cited a list of things he would re-
member about Wess including his five years of 
service, three Iron Dog metals, the kindness he 
showed to the public, his search for an Alz-
heimer's patient, his protection of the President of 
the United States and as “a warm and loyal com-
panion.”  
  “The community was better because of Wess,” 
said Ferland, who co-founded the Working Dog 
Foundation. 
  Wess suffered from a sudden disorder common 
among large-breed dogs which caused an intes-
tine to twist and choked the intestinal blood sup-
ply, said Ferland. He was put to sleep “in the 
arms of his handler,” he said. 
  Ferland said Pearl and Wess ran together every 
morning and spent “almost every waking moment 
together.” 
  “It's a sudden loss,” he said. “And right at the 
prime of his life. His best years were ahead of 
him.” 
  Members of the Portsmouth Police Department 
wore black mourning bands on their badges in 
Wess' honor. 
 

K-9 Wess 2006-2011  
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WORKING DOG FOUNDATION 

5TH ANNUAL GOLF CLASSIC Monday June 20, 2011 
 

                  SCHEDULE 
Working Dog Demo:  Time to be Announced 
Registration: 7:00 am – 8:15 am 
Tee Assignment and Instructions: 8: 15 am 
Tee Time – Shotgun Start: 8:30 am 
BBQ Lunch, Cash Bar and Awards Presentation Immediately Following Tour-
nament 
 
Entry Information: It is anticipated that the field maximum will be reached. 
Early entry is suggested. Entry is on a first-come first-serve basis upon re-
ceiving the registration form with full payment. Your $125.00 entry fee in-
cludes green fees, cart, post tournament BBQ lunch, prizes and awards.  
For extra forms or additional information contact Aaron Goodwin at 
aarondgoodwin@gmail.com 
 

The Working Dog Foundation is a Federal Non-Profit Tax Exempt 501:C-3 Organization #02-0488891 

� Yes, I will play! Individual Foursome @ $125.00 x ________ (# of people) =$________(total) 
                                       Foursome Entries @ $500.00 x _________ (# of foursomes) = $________(total) 

� No, I am unable to play; however, I am making a donation of $______________ 
              Donor Name:___________________________________ 
 
              Make checks payable to : Working Dog Foundation 
              Mail to : Working Dog Golf Classic, c/o Golf Committee Chair PO Box 22312 Portsmouth, NH 03802 

PLAYER 1PLAYER 1PLAYER 1PLAYER 1    PLAYER 2PLAYER 2PLAYER 2PLAYER 2    
Name: 
 

Name: 

Address: 
 

Address: 

City, State, Zip: 
 

City, State, Zip: 

Email/Phone: 
Shirt Size: 

Email/Phone: 
Shirt Size:  

PLAYER 3 PLAYER 4 

Name: 
 

Name: 

Address: Address: 
 

City, State, Zip:  City, State, Zip: 
 

Email/Phone: 
Shirt Size:  

Email/Phone: 
Shirt Size:  

WORKING DOG FOUNDATION 
5th ANNUAL GOLF CLASSIC ENTRY FORM 
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El Salvador Trip 
By Jim Matarese 

All views contained within this publication are those of the individual authors and are not 
intended to be the views and opinions of the Working Dog Foundation, its Board of Direc-
tors or its members. The purpose of this publication is for the entertainment of its readers 

For more information on 
ticket pricing and  

availability call  
603-433-4472 or  

visit seacoastrep.org 
“Police Dogs Keeping  

Your Family Safe” 

  John Usher (Chair - Judges Committee and 
Trainer for New Hampshire Police k-9 Academy / 
Working Dog Foundation) invited me to join Foun-
dation Trainers Steve Tenney, Keith Mackenzie 
and himself on a week long trip to El Salvador.                          
The purpose of the trip was to observe the police 
dogs of the El Salvador National Police and offer 
any advise to improve on their training. The New 
Hampshire National Guard was overseeing the 
trip and Lieutenant Colonel R. Tetreault would be 
our sponsor. 
  As an aside, John, Keith and Steve had done 
this trip before this. He has asked me to join them 
in years past but I had work commitment. Since I 
am retired, I agreed to join them. We flew to El 
Salvador Monday, June 21. The US Embassy pro-
vided a driver for the week. At the hotel, we were 
received a briefing on where and where not to go. 
Tuesday morning, after meeting our interpreter, 
we went to the National Police K9 training center.  
Their training grounds are in a park on the out-
skirts of San Salvador. They train dogs for nar-
cotic and currency detection. After being intro-
duced to the training staff, we had a short ques-
tion and answer session. They are now purchas-
ing most of their dogs from vendors in the United 
States. They use similar methods to test the dogs. 
They are trying to train clean currency dogs to 
stop the flow of counterfeit currency. They kennel 
the dogs at the training center while they imprint 
and train them.   
  John Usher asked them to show how they im-
print the dogs. Their dogs have a passive re-
sponse to their target odors. The trainers brought 
out a row of wooden boxes and showed how they 
would run the dogs down the row until the dog 
responded to a hidden aid in one of the boxes. 
John and the other trainers gave some pointers on 
how to keep the dog focused on the source until 
the dog received its reward. Some trainers also 
ran dogs through a small room search. 
  The El Salvador trainers asked us to join them 
during the week to visit on site locations with 
them. After lunch, we drove back to the Interna-
tional Airport to watch their dogs work in the termi-
nals and cargo area. I want to mention here that 
the handlers come to a work site for the week. 
They stay in housing on the site for the week and 
the dogs are kept in kennels on the site. None of 
the handlers keep their dogs at their homes. Their 
dogs spend most of their work day in the terminals 
and check passengers and luggage in the waiting 
areas. They also work in the cargo warehouses.         
The trainers put out some aids to give the dogs 
some on site training. One thing that I learned   

 

 

 

is that it seems the training staff does most of the dog’s training 
and they give a handler a completely trained dog. They give the 
handler a short orientation period before they go to work. 
 We left the airport and returned to the hotel for the night. 
  Most of the hotels and businesses have armed security stand-
ing outside. We walked to a restaurant around the corner from 
the hotel for dinner. I had such a hard time getting a Diet Coke! 
Wednesday, two of the trainers, armed, rode in our van to our 
next location - Puerto De Acajutla. They asked us to look at one 
of their dogs that was having trouble getting on and off ships at 
the port. It was a 2-hour trip to the coast. At one point, our inter-
preter mentioned that the town that we were passing through 
(continued on page 4) 
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The Working Dog  
Foundation 
Invites You 

To Attend The  
9th Annual 

K9 Handlers’ 
Appreciation Dinner 

Monday,  
April 11, 2011 

Welcome Reception:  
6:00 P.M. - 7:00P.M. 

Dinner and Slide Show: 7:00 P.M.  
To Be Followed by Awards Ceremony   

Meet & Greet K-9’s and Handlers 
Cost: $50.00 per person 

Location: The Jarvis Center 
40 Andrew Jarvis Drive 
Portsmouth, NH 03801 

R.S.V.P. by 4/04/11 
 Appreciated 

Tickets Will Be Available At The Door 
Contact Person: Patti Ferland 

Phone: 603-234-1162 

El Salvador Trip (continued) 
could be very dangerous due to gang activity. We did 
get to stop for lunch in a small restaurant overlooking 
the Pacific Ocean. The shrimp was excellent. 
  We then went to the port and met with the one han-
dler assigned there. We learned that the dog with the 
problem was unavailable that day. The training staff 
had brought some dogs with them. Just like all canine 
units, their unit has to make do with what they give 
them. The trainers and dogs traveled in a Nissan die-
sel club cab pick-up. They stacked and tied the crated 
dogs in the bed of the truck. The trainers were very 
adept at making minor repairs each day to keep the 
truck running. 
  John, Keith and Steve set up some training exercises 
in a ware house to give the dogs some site work. John 
set up one exercise to show the handlers to watch 
their dog’s response when it gets an odor. The 
weather on the coast was much more humid than in 
San Salvador, the Capital. 
  Thursday, we went out to the border of Guatemala. 
Another two hour trip but up into the mountains. We 
were not able to stop because of time constraints but 
we did see some very beautiful scenery. At the border 
crossing, the trainers showed how they searched 
buses and cars. Again, we gave them some sugges-
tions on how to do the searching.   
  We drove back to San Salvador and met with the po-
lice officials who run the narcotics unit. At their office, 
they had many seized vehicles. John asked for a Por-
sche that was sitting in the lot!  
  We had a final meeting with the trainers and their 
administrators. We gave them a few more suggestions 
and then exchanged some hats and shirts.  
  Our flight left El Salvador at 7:00 A.M., so it was an 
early morning ride back to the airport. The trip home 
was long but uneventful.   
  The trip was quite the experience for me. It was the 
first time that I have been out of the USA (besides 
Canada) The trainers and handlers were all dedicated 
to their profession. They were proud to show off their 
K-9 partner’s skills. All of them were eager to learn 
from us and to also share their ideas. 
 

El Salvadoran National Police K9 Training Staff 
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     CALENDAR & NOTES 

♦ 1st. Annual “Comics For K-9s” Friday, 
April 8, 2011 at The Seacoast 
Repertory Theatre, Portsmouth, NH 
featuring Jimmy Dunn & Tony V. 
Details this newsletter or check 
w w w. wo r k i ng dog .o rg  o r  o u r 
Facebook page for updates!  

♦ Annual Working Dog Foundation / NH 
Police K-9 Academy Handler & K-9 
Awards Banquet will be held at the 
Jarvis Center, Portsmouth, NH on 
Monday, April 11, 2011. For Advance 
Ticket purchase, email Patti Ferland 
at mcbakerland@cs.com. 

♦ The 5th. Annual Golf Tournament will 
be held Monday, June 20, 2011 at the 
Portsmouth Country Club, Greenland, 
NH. For Player info or sponsorships:  
agoodwin@cityofportsmouth.com or 
see entry form this newsletter. 

♦ Join us on FACEBOOK! Go to the 
website at www.workingdog.org and 
click on the link to join, or go to 
Facebook and look for us directly. 
We’ll be looking for you! 

♦ www.workingdog.org for all the latest 
updates on all our events! 

 

Working Dog Foundation   

PO Box 22312 
Portsmouth, NH 03802-2312 
 
Federally Registered 501:C-3  
Non-Profit Organization   
Tax I.D. # 02-0488891  
Incorporated State of New Hampshire 
Incorporated State of Maine   

    
     
     Lyme disease in dogs is an in-
fectious tick spread disease. The 
cause of the disease is a bacteria 
like organism known as a spiro-
chete. In this area, the deer tick is 
the most common carrier of lyme 
disease. The life cycle of the tick is 
fairly complex and requires expo-
sure to both deer and generally a 
small rodent or mammal after which 
the tick can transmit the disease to 
humans or animals. The east coast 
in particular appears to be the most 
common location for lyme disease 
infections in dogs and people.     
 
     If your dog either roams freely or 
is exposed to areas where deer 
frequent, infection with lyme is pos-
sible. Direct contact with the deer is 
not necessary for exposure to oc-
cur. A tick must be attached to your 
animal for 48 hours to transmit the 
spirochete to your pet. Initial signs 
of  infection with Lyme disease may 
not be evident for several months 
after a bite from a tick.  Also, not all 
tick bites that have transmitted the 
lyme organism will result in clinical 
disease. This lack of uniformity in 
response to a bite contributes to the 
difficulty in diagnosing lyme dis-
ease. 
 

     The most common clinical signs 
in affected dogs are shifting leg 
lameness, swollen joints, fever, 
lethargy and not eating. Your veteri-
narian can diagnose a Lyme infec-
tion with a quick in office test. This 
test also generally checks for Ehr-
lichial infection as well as heart-
worm infection. If there is some 
question about the quick in office 
test, there are more sophisticated 
and specific tests that can be done 
to check for lyme disease and a  

number of other tick related dis-
ease.  Keep in mind that  many per-
fectly healthy appearing dogs will 
test positive to the test and they  do 
not have lyme disease per se.  
These animals may be considered 
exposed to the lyme organism and 
do not have the ability to “spread” 
lyme to people or other animals. 
 
     The treatment for lyme disease  
is  an antibiotic known as doxycy-
cline. Animals will  usually respond 
extremely quickly to starting medi-
cation, often within 24 hours.  In 
some  rare cases of advanced lyme 
disease when the kidneys have 
been affected, treatment is often 
unsuccessful. Some dogs may 
have other manifestations of lyme 
disease including myocarditis or 
eyen involvement but these are for-
tunately very rare cases. 
 
    Lyme disease in dogs is best 
prevented by the use of topical tick 
killing medications which can be 
obtained from your veterinarian.  
Some over-the-counter formulations 
are extremely toxic to dogs and can 
cause seizures and even death.  
There are also several lyme dis-
ease vaccinations available.  
 
   Please check with your  DVM 
about  how you can best protect 
your dog from lyme disease. 
  
   
 

Deer Tick 
 
 
“ Dr. Z “ 
 
Robin Zuckerman, DVM 
Veterinary Critical Care & 
Cancer Treatment Center 
Portsmouth, NH 
603-431-3600 

yme Disease 
& Ticks In Dogs 

By Dr. Robin Zuckerman 

Volunteers! 
We welcome anyone who wants 
to help out at any of our events. 
We guarantee lots of lugging, 

loading and laughs! 
 

Working Dog Foundation  
PO Box 22312 

Portsmouth, NH 03802-2312 
www.workingdog.org  

Want To Get On Our E-Mail List?  
Send Your E-Mail Address to Patti 

at mcbakerland@cs.com  
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Congratulations to Officer Tim Keefe and his new partner, K-9 Grinko of Dover, NH 
PD on their successful track and recovery not only of the bad guy, but several 
pieces of valuable evidence as well! Go K-9 Grinko!   
 
New Hampshire’s very own Leslie Frank of Kensington won “Best in Show” with 
her Australian Shepherd “Champion Propwash Reckon” in December 2010, Long 
Beach, Calif. at one of the most prestigious dog shows held in the USA, the Ameri-      
can Kennel Club / Eukanuba Invitational Championship Dog Show. She was also 
recognized by the AKC as the number one breeder of Herding Dogs. Approxi-
mately 2500 dogs from 49 states and 40 countries vied for the coveted “Best In 
Show.” Congratulations & well done! 
 

January was “Train Your Dog Month” for the national group “Association of Pet Dog Trainers.” The 
campaign is designed to raise awareness of the benefits of a properly trained home companion 

through positive training and socialization skills. Their goal is to provide owners local resources for train-
ing that may help reduce the number of dogs turned in to animal shelters because of behavior and train-
ing issues. 

 
Don’t forget to license your dog with your town this spring! 
 
 
Are you a friend on our  Facebook page? We’re easy to find! Lots of good info on our website, too, a 
link to our Facebook pages, news plus photos of our K-9 teams! www.workingdog.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Send your news to Patti at: 
mcbakerland@cs.com  

Oh, The Love of Dogs 
 
• “Dogs are not our whole life, but they make our lives whole.” ~ Roger Caras 
• “Dogs' lives are too short. Their only fault, really.” ~  Agnes Sligh Turnbull 
• “If dogs could talk it would take a lot of the fun out of owning one.” ~ Andy 
Rooney 
• “The great pleasure of a dog is that you can make a total fool of yourself with 
him and not only will he not scold you, he will join in with you and joyfully  
make a fool of himself too.” ~ Samuel Butler 

• “A dog is truly a man's best friend.  If you don't believe it, just try this experiment: put your wife and 
your dog in the trunk of the car for an hour. Then go open the trunk and see who’s still  happy to see 
you!” ~ Anonymous 

K-9 Grinko, Dover, NH PD 
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Teams for Noreen and my family. 
Kelly (my daughter) and I were 
holding it together until we entered 
the church parking lot and I spotted 
one of the handler's K-9 cruiser’s, 
then another, and another, and so 
on. As we looked towards the 
church, we saw the handler's with 
their K-9's lined up, and we both 
lost it. Just when you think you can't 
get anymore support, ...it keeps 
coming. We love all you guys! (I just 
wish I had a photo of that.) 
 
Noreen Jutras Page, December 13, 
1957 to January 5, 2011 
 
God bless you all, 
Jason C. Page & Family 
 
Email me: 
jcpage@cityofportsmouth.com  
 
Jason 
 
 

Membership 
Corner 
 
By  
Jason C. Page  
Membership 
Chairman 

Meet New Member 
Lauren Andrews & Baily 

 
 
 

www.workingdog.org 

Join Us On  
Facebook! 

Dear Membership, 
 
It is with difficulty that I must report 
that on January 5, 2011, the Work-
ing Dog Foundation lost a cham-
pion of the cause and I lost the love 
of my life for more than 27 years. 
Noreen was only 53 years old when 
she was taken without warning by a 
blood clot. She loved all animals but 
dogs were her favorite. In our short 
time together we had five dogs: 
three Black Labs, and 2 GSDs. If 
she could have talked me into it, we 
would have had a ranch full of 
dogs! 
 
Noreen was very supportive of my 
efforts to serve the Working Dog 
Foundation / New Hampshire K-9 
Academy. She realized long ago  
how important it was to help the K-
9s that serve their handlers, that 
serve us...the same is true today. 
With that in mind, my daughter 
Kelly and I requested, in lieu of 
flowers, donations be made to the 
WDF and I know she would be 
proud to know she has continued to 
help the K-9s, or as she put it "The 
Doggies," by the many donations 
made in her name.  
 
As much as we love the Founda-
tion, K-9s and Handlers I can’t tell 
you how blown away I was with the 
outpouring of affection by the K-9    

Noreen and WDF Chairman Mark Eric-
son at the 2009 “Hawgs For Dawgs” 
motorcycle run to benefit the Working 
Dog Foundation/NH Police K-9 Acad-
emy at Harley Owner’s Group, Sea-
coast Harley Davidson,  North Hamp-
ton, NH. 

Memorial Donations are a gift 
from the heart & a fitting way 

to remember a loved one, 
while at the same time helping 

others in their honor.  
 

Such a charitable donation 
helps us fund grants, K-9 vests 

& training for the K-9 teams. 
Contact Patti at  

mcbakerland@cs.com for 
more information or to  

make a memorial donation in 
honor of your loved one. 

Two years ago at the Iron Dog Chal-
lenge ™ a new volunteer showed up 
and said “How can I help?” ...and what 
a help she’s been ever since! 
 
Recently the WDF sat down with her to 
thank her and find out a little more 
about this wonderful volunteer and 
member. 
 
WDF: What do you do for work? 
Lauren: I work for Marine Patrol and 
attend the (NH Part-time) Police Acad-
emy. 
WDF: What are your career goals? 
Lauren: To be a K9 handler somewhere 
in New Hampshire. 
WDF: Why do you volunteer for the 
Working Dog Foundation? 
Lauren: It's such a great cause and the 
volunteer community there is wonderful! 
WDF: What have you done for volun-
teer work with the WDF? 
Lauren: So far I’ve worked at the 2009 
& 2010 Iron Dog Challenge and the 
2010 Handlers Dinner. 
WDF: I love your dog, Baily. What can 
you tell me about her? 
Lauren: Baily is an Australian Shep-
herd. She was 2 in November. She was 
bred in northern Maine. We’ve attended 
obedience classes and we will be look-
ing forward to starting agility in the 
spring. 
WDF: Lauren, thanks for sharing a little 
of yourself with us. Thanks for volun-
teering to help us out as much as you 
do. We couldn’t get along without volun-
teers like you!  
 

Volunteer!  

Become A Member! 
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� K-9 Supporter donation of $10.00 will sup-
ply a child’s classroom with the K-9 Kasha 
coloring books and Jr. Police K-9 Handler 
badges. 

 
� Annual member donation of $50.00 offers 

you the newsletter, special releases, pro-
motions, window decal and membership 
card. 

 
� K-9 Partner donation of $100.00 earns you 

a certificate to hang, window decals, mem-
bership card and newsletter. 

 
� Corporate donation of $500.00 entitles you 

or your company to a thank you plaque and 
photo, special invitations to events, in-
scribed name at the K-9 Academy, mem-
bership card and newsletter. 

 
� Lifetime member donation of $1,000.00 or 

more yields a special plaque and photo, 
inscription at the K-9 Academy, newsletter 
and much more. 

 
� Other Donation__________________ 

 
Registered 501:C-3 Non-Profit Organization 

Federal Tax Exempt ID# 02-0488891 
www.workingdog.org 

Working Dog Foundation 
PO Box 22312 
Portsmouth, NH 03802-2312 

K-9 Kisses (continued from front 
page) 
these days, Keefe said Norman is 
most definitely looking forward to 
his retirement. Grinko, who is used 
as a patrol dog and is full of energy, 
is set to take Norman's place as a 
drug dog once he retires. Currently, 
Grinko has other jobs to perform. 
  "He uses his nose to go out and 
find people who are missing," said 
Keefe of Grinko's duties. Aside from 
the canines' duties, Keefe showed 
off some of their skills and com-
mands. Grinko stuck close to the 
officer's side, which Keefe ex-
plained the dog has been trained to 
do. As he walked across the room 
and spun in circles, Grinko stayed 
within inches of Keefe's left leg no 
matter which way he turned or 
spun. 
  Keefe explained to the students 
that as Grinko is his partner, the 
dog has been trained to protect him 
and stick close by for safety. 
  "My life depends on him listening 
to me," said Keefe.  
  Keefe showed Grinko's ability to  

follow commands such as lay down, 
speak, heel and even an Army like 
crawl. Keefe informed students that 
Norman has the ability to swim long 
distances as well as dive underwa-
ter to search for items. The kids 
roared with laughter at the idea of a 
dog diving into water as they ap-
plauded both canines for their 
showcase of skills. 
  Throughout the past week, stu-
dents brought in a plethora of good-
ies to give to the visiting dogs. Gift 
cards to PETCO, cookies, breath 
fresheners and chew toys over-
flowed from a gift basket that was 
presented by 6-year-old Colin 
Becker to Keefe and his trusty com-
panions. 
  "He looks like a wolf," said Colin 
as he pointed to Grinko, who is jet 
black in color. Colin asked his 
mother, Sheri Becker, if they could 
get a police leash for their Dober-
man pinscher.  
 "I want everyone to know our dog 
is a police dog," smiled Colin as he 
waved goodbye to the police dogs. 
 


