
2011 Open House & Walk-A-Thon 

 

Happy New Year!  
12 For 12 

 
This New Year our goal is to do  
more and be more than we ever  

have for our K-9 Teams! 
    

To do this we are asking our  
members and supporters to help us  

by contributing $12 for 2012. 
 

There are 3 ways you can do this: 
 

Go to the website  
www.workingdog.org and click  

on the “Donate” button which will  
take you to our secure  
PayPal donation page.  

 
Go to our Face Book page  

and in the left margin in the “About” 
section click on “more” to see the link 

to our secure donation page. 
 

Send a check or money order payable 
to “Working Dog Foundation” and mail 
to: Working Dog Foundation, PO Box 
22312, Portsmouth, NH 03802-2312. 

 
The Working Dog Foundation/ NH 

Police K-9 Academy is a  
501: C-3 Non-profit.  

 
All donations are tax deductible. 

 
We Need You! 

 
 

“Police Dogs Keeping  
Our Families Safe” 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

December  Police Dogs Keeping Your Family Safe  2011 

Visit www.workingdog.org for the latest updates on our seminars, events and latest news! Join us on Fa cebook! 

For The Working Dog Foundation & New Hampshire Poli ce K-9 Academy 
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Christmas Dog Fun 
* According to a survey of British dog owners 7 out of 10 dogs get  
      Christmas gifts from their owners. 
* The name of the dog from "The Grinch Who Stole Christmas" is Max.  
* The expression "three dog night" originated with the Eskimos and 
       means a  very cold night - so cold that you have to bed down with three 
      dogs to keep warm.  
* A dog's New Year's Resolution:  
      “ I will not chase that stick until I actually see it leave his hand.” 

by Patti Ferland 

“If you watch a game, it's fun. If 
you play at it, it's recreation. If 
you work at it, it's golf.” -- Bob 
Hope  

     Under the sunny skies of the 
Portsmouth Country Club, the 
many supporters of the Working 
Dog Foundation got to enjoy a 
day of work, recreation and fun!  
    Starting with a full course of 
players, the day was highlighted 
by meeting the K-9 Officers and 
their K-9 partners via golf cart, 
super raffles prizes provided by 
our many sponsors and a great 
BBQ lunch that “hit the spot” 
after a rewarding day of golf 
with friends and family. 
    Thank you to our sponsors 
and to our players who support 
our mission and help make it 
successful. Thank you to our 
volunteers who are always 
available to do what needs to 
get done and achieve it with a 
smile! 
    Please watch for more info 
on our 6th Working Dog Foun-
dation Golf Tournament. It’s 
June 18, 2012 at the beautiful 
Portsmouth Country Club. 
We would love to see you there!  

Comics For K-9 by Patti Ferland 

”Laugh” [laf; lahf]  

verb (used without object)  
 

“ 1. to express mirth, pleasure, derision, or nervousness with an 
audible, vocal expulsion of air from the lungs that can range from a 
loud burst of sound to a series of quiet chuckles and is usually ac-
companied by characteristic facial and bodily movements.  
2. to experience the emotion so expressed: He laughed inwardly at 
the scene.  
3. to produce a sound resembling human laughter: A coyote 
laughed in the dark. “ 

�
From the moment that Tony V. walked on the stage with 
the hilarious intro to his act the crowd “expressed pleas-
ure with an audible, vocal expulsion of air from their 
lungs” and a night of laughter had begun!  
 
Jimmy Dunn came on next with his unique take on local 
commercials and airline pilots, told in a New England’s 
own “wicked Bahsten” (Boston) accent.  He, too, was a 
great success and we could hardly hold our sides from 
laughing so much. 
 
With help from JJR Productions, Seacoast Repertory 
Theatre, Irving Oil and many other sponsors we were 
treated to a night with 2 of the best comedians out there 
in comedy land. Tony V. and Jimmy Dunn gave us all a 
night that we will never forget!  
 
Thank you to all who attended and supported the Work-
ing Dog Foundation. Watch our website for our 2012 
Comics for K-9 event with Juston McKinney March 17, 
2012 at the Rochester Opera House! Don’t miss it! 
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�����CALENDAR & NOTES 

¨ 1 0 t h  A n n u a l  W o r k i n g  D o g 
Foundation / NH Police K-9 Academy 
Handler & K-9 Awards Banquet will 
be held on Monday, April 16 2012 at 
the Elks Club, Portsmouth, NH. For 
Advance Ticket purchase, email Patti 
Ferland at mcbakerland@cs.com. 

¨ 2nd Annual “Comics For K-9s” Friday, 
March 17, 2012 at The Rochester 
Opera House, Rochester, NH 
featuring Juston McKinney! Check 
w w w. wo r k i ng dog .o rg  o r  o u r 
Facebook page for the latest updates!  

¨ The 6th Annual Golf Tournament will 
be held Monday, June 18, 2012 at the 
Portsmouth Country Club, Greenland, 
NH. For Player info or sponsorships:  
agoodwin@cityofportsmouth.com 

¨ Open House 2012 Date TBA Check 
the website or Facebook for latest 
news! 

¨ Join us on FACEBOOK! Go the 
website at www.workingdog.org and 
click on the link to join, or go to 
Facebook and look for us directly. 
We’ll be looking for you! 

¨ WWW.WORKINGDOG.ORG for all 
the latest updates on all our events! 

 

Working Dog Foundation   

PO Box 22312 
Portsmouth, NH 03802-2312 
Federally Registered 501:C-3  
Non-Profit Organization   
Tax I.D. # 02-0488891  
Incorporated State of New Hampshire 
Incorporated State of Maine   

  
Seizures are an uncommon 
problem in our canine and feline 
friends.  However, when a dog 
or cat is afflicted by a seizure 
disorder, it is very disturbing for 
both the owner and the patient.  
Most seizures are short epi-
sodes consisting of uncontrolled 
muscular movements, salivating, 
lack of awareness of surround-
ings and “gum chewing” type 
fits. These generally last a min-
ute or less. A more severe vari-
ant is the “grand mal” seizure 
which include all of the previous 
signs but lasting up to an hour or 
more. The longer the seizure, 
the more highly elevated the 
body temperature can become 
which in and of itself is a medi-
cal emergency. 
 
   The most frequent cause of 
seizures in dogs and cats is idio-
pathic epilepsy. Idiopathic sim-
ply means that the definitive 
cause is unknown and is not due 
to an underlying disease proc-
ess. The onset of these seizures 
is generally between the ages of 
6 months and 2 years of age.  
However, dogs up to 6 years of 
age have been diagnosed with 
epilepsy so the age is variable. 
Other causes of seizures in 
young animals include lead paint 
poisoning, encephalitis, para-
sites, anatomical central nerv-
ous system disorders, toxin in-
gestion, antifreeze consumption 
and low blood sugar. Your vet-
erinarian will take a thorough 
history to try to determine the 
cause of the seizures. Many 
causes of seizures  

are treatable with medications 
other than anticonvulsants de-
pending on the cause. 
 
     Causes of seizures in older 
dogs can be of greater con-
cerns. Issues such as brain tu-
mors, bacterial or viral encepha-
litis, strokes or hemorrhage,  
meningitis and of course toxins 
occur  just as in younger ani-
mals. Advanced imaging and or 
spinal tap is often necessary to 
determine the cause of seizures.   
MRI and CT both have uses in 
the diagnosis of brain tumors or  
bleeding and are done under 
general anesthesia. 
 
      For our feline patients, 
young animals with seizures can 
be afflicted with toxins just as 
dogs can, but have several in-
fectious diseases such as feline 
leukemia virus, feline infectious 
peritonitis and toxoplasmosis.  
Older feline patients are at risk 
for brain tumors and vascular 
accidents just as dogs are. 
 

     Treatment of seizures will be 
addressed in a future writing.  
Given that there are such a vast 
number of causes of seizures, 
the treatments will vary exten-
sively. If you have any questions 
regarding your animal with sei-
zures, please contact the Veteri-
nary Emergency and Critical 
Care Center at 603-431-3600.  
There is a board certified neu-
rologist on staff for consultations 
and CT and MRI technology is 
available  

���������  
 
Robin Zuckerman, 
DVM 
Veterinary Critical 
Care & 
Cancer Treatment Center 
Portsmouth, NH 

iezures In 
Companion 
Animals 

By Dr. Robin Zuckerman 

Volunteers! 
We welcome anyone who wants to help 
out at any of our events. We guarantee 

lots of lugging, loading and laughs! 

Want To Get On Our E-Mail List?  
Send Your E-Mail Address to Patti 

at mcbakerland@cs.com  

All views of this publication are those of the 
individual authors and are not intended to be 
the views and opinions of the Working Dog 
Foundation, its Board of Directors or its 
members. No use is permitted which will 

infringe on the copyright without the express 
written consent of the copyright owners.  

Copyright 2011 
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Thank you to all who attended the Working Dog Foundation K-9 Handlers' Appreciation Dinner. It is always a night full of laughs, sto-
ries and most importantly appreciation for all that our officers and their K-9 partners do to help keep us safe. 
Also, a great night for us to show our appreciation to the many volunteers who support us throughout the 
year. Without them, we would not exist! 
 
Awards were given to: 
Chairman's Award: Dr. Robin Zuckerman  
K-9 Handler of the Year: Officer Josh English & K-9 Patriot-Keene, NH 
Narcotic Case of the Year: Sergeant Keith MacKenzie & K-9 Fina-Rochester, NH 
Patrol Case of the Year: Officer Scott Pearl & K-9 Wess-Portsmouth, NH 
Patrol Case of the Year: Sergeant Keith MacKenzie & K-9 Fina-Rochester, NH 
Youth Volunteer of the Year: Hayden Diemer 
Corporate Volunteer of the Year: Give With Liberty, Liberty Mutual 
Volunteers of the Year: Portsmouth Police Explorers, Post 2609 
 

Congratulations to Portsmouth Police Officer Eric Kinsman and K-9 Titan for the great tracking job. A K-9 on the trail is better 
than a bad guy in the bush! 
 
Congratulations to fellow board member & Portsmouth Police Lt. Darrin Sargent on his promotion to MSGT in the NH Air Na-
tional Guard where he will be taking  over as the First Sergeant for the Security Police. 
 
THANK YOU to Main Street Animal Hospital, Salem, NH for the WONDERFUL "Santa Sunday" fundraiser they held for the 
WDF Sunday, Dec. 4, 2011. A lot of time and effort was put it to this and it is appreciated. Thank you to all that participated! 
 
Well done Officer Chris Johnson and K-9 Zeke! The Alton, N.H. police dog earned first place at the USPCA Region #9 Trials 
held in Wells, Maine. Officer Kevin Chabot and K-9 Ellie of Wells, Maine PD took second, with Officer Eric Kinsman and K-9 
Titan of Portsmouth, N.H Police Dept. rounding out the top three. 
 
Portsmouth NH K-9 Officer Scott Pearl recently started training with his new K-9, Bruin. Bruin is a German Shepherd in training 
learning to sniff out drugs, find lost people and keeping the community safe from the bad guys!  
 
NH State Trooper 1st Class Peter W. Gould, with his now retired K-9 partner Ghenghis, received a lifesaving award for his 
rescue of a woman lost in a 1,500-acre wooded area in Nottingham. Awesome! 
 
Sergeant Steven Tenney and K-9 “Laika” were awarded the Keene Police Department’s Lifesaving Medal for their combined 
efforts and performance in the search & rescue of a lost child in Jaffrey. Our Heroes!  
 

Sunday, Nov. 6, 2011 a Holiday Pet Photos fundraiser benefiting the Working Dog Foundation was held at Club Canine, 
Portsmouth, NH. Thank-you to Club Canine, Budd Perry of Memories Studio and all who participated for adding the FUN in 
fundraiser!  What a great event and what great people and their dogs showed up! It takes a team to get the picture 

just right but believe me, get it right they did! It takes skill and patience to get a great photo of any type, but working 
with animals (and their humans) definitely requires a special person! 

 
Members of our very own Portsmouth Police Explorer Post 2609 received the following awards: 
 
· Cadet Sgt. Savannah Woodcock, Leadership Award;  
· Cadet Lieutenant Richard Cady, Silver 'E' Award;  
· Cadet Captain Kyle Brake, Outstanding Male Explorer of the Year Award;  
· Cadet Alexandra McNally, Outstanding Female Explorer of the Year Award 
· Portsmouth Post 2609, Community Service Post of the Year Award 
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John Usher recently said good-
bye to his Bloodhound K-9 
Maggie, at the age of 14. 
Maggie was a terrific tracker, a 
wonderful ambassador and a 
beloved partner. 

 
Have you joined us on Facebook? 
 
That’s where you’ll find the latest 
updates and news, contests and 
member information. 
 
We have over 2,200 fans but do we 
have YOU? 

�
 
 

Membership 
Corner 
 
By  
Jason C. Page  
Membership 
Chairman 

K-9 Viktor By Rebecca Hester 
    It’s hard for me to put Viktor into words, to catch everything he was as a working dog, a partner, and a mem-
ber of my family and put it into an accurate snapshot for those who only knew him in one of those aspects, or 

perhaps, didn’t even know him at all. I had Viktor 10 ½ years. We worked the street for 7 of 
those years and the rest he spent retired in our home as a family member with our other 
dogs. I could talk about drugs that he took off the street, or about criminal apprehensions. I 
could tell you he was a tough dog with a solid bite, that we won trophies at competitions. 
That I trusted he would give his life in order to save mine if I asked. Those things are all a 
good measure of Viktor as a working dog, but they can only tell you what he accomplished, 
not what kind of dog he was. 
    Viktor was an unwavering optimist, who almost never had a bad day. Every ride in the 
car (whether it was the cruiser or my personal car) held the potential for fun and adventure. 
The obvious expression of joy on his face while he watched out the windshield to see what 
was coming next always made me smile, even when I was having a bad day – that big 
square head, those enormous ears and the look that seemed to scream “Something cool 
could happen any minute now!”  And he was right. 
   Viktor knew that cool things were sometimes fancy things, like bite training or searches.  

He also knew that cool things were sometimes really simple things, like mowing the lawn with my husband, play-
ing ball, a nice nap in the sun, or, of course, FOOD. He approached all of them with the same level of enthusi-
asm.  Viktor walked into a room like he owned it, because, well, he did. He was a problem solver and would ap-
ply things that we worked on in training to sometimes surprising situations. I was fortunate that he always pos-
sessed a wonderful “off” switch and was able to relax and be a family dog without losing his working intensity.   
     As a training and work partner, he was expressive and communicated quite clearly if you bothered to under-
stand “dog” and as the handler part of our team, it was my job to understand “dog” as best as I could. Perhaps 
this is why it is often difficult for K-9 handlers to fully explain the relationship and bond with their dog. You start off 
speaking two different languages and along the way you become fluent in each other. Words will never be able 
to adequately capture it because they are only half of that equation. It is that intangible piece, that part of it which 
is just an unspoken, mutual understanding; that you just know – it is that which makes it unique.  
    Toward the end of his life, my once big strong working dog was not so fast or powerful. He was creaky and 
careful on the stairs. He didn’t see well anymore and he couldn’t quite get through the night without needing a 
bathroom break. But he never lost his heart or positive attitude. He was still goofy, still loved his big plastic jolly 
ball and was forever kindhearted to his family. I feel I owe him debt still for his complete loyalty, the sacrifice he 
would have made if needed and all that I learned from our years working together. I doubt he would see it that 
way – “It was all fun Mom” he would say if he could.    

K-9 
“Laika” 
was 
retired 
from 
Keene 
Police 
K-9 
Service 
after 

seven years of service to the 
City of Keene and surrounding 
communities. K-9 Laika’s han-
dler, Sergeant Steven Tenney 
Jr. was promoted to the rank of 
Sergeant last year and will as-
sume field operations supervi-
sion of the department. 

Job Well Done! Join Us On Facebook! 
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Working Dog Foundation 
P.O. Box 22312 

Portsmouth, N.H. 
03802-2312 

�� K-9 Supporter donation of $10.00 will sup-
ply a child’s classroom with the K-9 Kasha 
coloring books and Jr. Police K-9 Handler 
badges. 

 
�� Annual member donation of $50.00 offers 

you the newsletter, special releases, pro-
motions, window decal and membership 
card. 

 
�� K-9 Partner donation of $100.00 earns you 

a certificate to hang, window decals, mem-
bership card and newsletter. 

 
�� Corporate donation of $500.00 entitles you 

or your company to a thank you plaque and 
photo, special invitations to events, in-
scribed name at the K-9 Academy, mem-
bership card and newsletter. 

 
�� Lifetime member donation of $1,000.00 or 

more yields a special plaque and photo, 
inscription at the K-9 Academy, newsletter 
and much more. 

 
�� Other Donation__________________ 

 
Registered 501:C-3 Non-Profit Organization 

Federal Tax Exempt ID# 02-0488891 
�����������	������


Working Dog Foundation 

Portsmouth, NH 03802-2312 

May Your Days Be Merry & Bright! 
Wishing You A Safe Holiday Season & A Happy New Year 

From Your Friends At The Working Dog Foundation 
“Police Dogs Keeping Your Family Safe!” 


